Table 2: Composition of nominating commission

State/Court Term Chair Lawyers Non-lawyers Judges
of appointed/elected appointed/elected appointed/elected appointed/elected
service by by by by
Alabama
Baldwin County 6 years Judge serves ex officio  Baldwin County Bar Association Baldwin County Commission/ Presiding circuit judge
Baldwin County Mayor’s serves
Association/
Baldwin County legislative
delegation
Jefferson County 6 years No regular chair Birmingham Bar Association Jefferson County legislative ~ Birmingham circuit
delegation court judges
Madison County 6 years Judge serves ex officio  Madison County Bar Association Madison County legislative ~ Madison County circuit
delegation court judges
Mobile County 6 years N/I Mobile County Bar Association  Mobile County legislative Mobile County circuit
delegation court judges
Talladega County 4 years Judge serves ex officio  Not appointed or elected Talladega County legislative  Presiding circuit judge
delegation serves ex officio
Tuscaloosa County 6 years Commission members ~ Tuscaloosa County Bar Tuscaloosa County legislative Presiding circuit judge
Association delegation serves ex officio
Alaska
Supreme Court 6 years Chief justice serves State bar association Governor/ State legislature  Chief justice serves
ex officio ex officio
Arizona
Supreme Court and 4 years Chief justice serves State bar association/ Governor/ Senate Chief justice serves
Court of Appeals ex officio Governor/ Senate ex officio
Maricopa County 4 years Chief justice serves State bar association/ Nominating commission/ Chief justice serves
Superior Court and ex officio Governor/ Senate Governor/Senate’ ex officio
Pima County
Superior Court
Colorado
Supreme Court and 6 years Chief justice serves Governor/ Attorney general/ Governor Chief justice serves
Court of Appeals ex officio Chief justice ex officio
District Court, 6 years Supreme court justice Governor/ Attorney general/ Governor Supreme court justice
County Court, serves ex officio Chief justice serves ex officio
Juvenile Court of
Denver and Probate
Court of Denver
County
Connecticut
Supreme Court, 3 years Commission members®  Governor Legislative leaders N/A
Appellate Court and
Superior Court
Delaware
All Courts, including 3 years Governor Governor/ State bar president  Governor N/A
Magistrates
D.C.
All Courts 6 years® Commission members President/ Mayor/ Board of President/ Mayor/ DC Chief judge of the
governors of DC bar city council US District Court for DC
Florida
Supreme Court, 4 years Commission members Board of governors of Florida ~ Governor N/A

District Court of
Appeal, Circuit
Court, County
Court

bar/ Governor*
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Georgia
Supreme Court, At Governor Governor Governor N/A
Court of Appeals,  Governor’s
Superior Court, discretion
and State Court
Hawaii
Supreme Court, 6 years Commission members State bar association/ Governor/  Governor/ Chief justice/ N/A
Intermediate Senate president/ Speaker Senate president/
Court of Appeals, of the house/ Chief justice Speaker of the house
Circuit Court and
District Court
Idaho
Supreme Court, 6 years Chief justice serves Board of commissioners of the  Governor with senate State bar with senate
Court of Appeals and state bar with senate consent  consent consent/ Chief justice
District Court serves
Indiana
Supreme Court, 3 years Chief justice serves State bar members in each Governor Chief justice serves
Court of Appeals ex officio district ex officio
and Tax Court
Allen County 4 years Chief justice serves ex Lawyers residing in Governor Chief justice serves
Superior Court officio (or designee on Allen County ex officio (or designee
the court of appeals or on the court of appeals
supreme court) or supreme court)
Lake County 4 years Chief justice serves ex Lawyers residing in County board of Chief justice serves ex
Superior Court officio (or designee on Lake County commissioners officio (or designee on
and County Court the court of appeals or the court of appeals
supreme court) or supreme court)
St Joseph County 4 years Chief justice serves Lawyers residing or practicing ~ Selection committee® Chief justice serves ex
Superior Court ex officio law in St. Joseph County officio
lowa
Supreme Courtand 6 years Senior supreme court Resident members of the bar ~ Governor Senior supreme court
Court of Appeals justice serves ex officio  from each congressional district justice serves ex officio
District Court 6 years Senior district court Resident members of the bar of Governor Senior district court
judge serves ex officio each judicial election district judge serves ex officio
District Associate 6 years N/I Attorneys in the county County board of Chief judge of the
Judges and supervisors judicial district serves
Magistrate Judges ex officio
Kansas
Supreme Court 4 years Lawyers residing in Lawyers of each congressional  Governor N/A
and Court of and licensed in Kansas  district
Appeals
District Court 4 years Supreme court justice Lawyers of the judicial district ~ Board of county Supreme court justice
serves ex officio commissioners serves ex officio
Kentucky
Supreme Court 4 years Chief justice serves State bar Governor Chief justice serves
and Court of ex officio ex officio
Appeals
Circuit Court and 4 years Chief justice serves Local members of the state bar  Governor Chief justice serves

District Court

ex officio

ex officio
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Maryland

Court of Appeals  Coextensive  Governor State bar association/ Governor Governor N/A

and Court of with

Special Appeals governor

District Court Coextensive  Governor State bar association/ Governor Governor N/A

and Circuit Court  with
governor

Massachusetts

Appeals Court At governor’s Governor Governor Governor N/A

and Trial Court

discretion

Minnesota
District Court

At governor’s Governor

Governor/ Supreme court

Governor/ Supreme

Governor/ Supreme

and Workers’ discretion/ justices court justices court justices
Compensation 4 years
Court of Appeals
Missouri
Supreme Courtand 6 years Commission members Lawyers residing in each Governor Supreme court justice
Court of Appeals court of appeals district serves ex officio
Circuit Courts 6 years Commission members Lawyers residing in the Governor Chief judge of court
judicial circuit of appeals serves
ex officio
Montana
Supreme Court, 4 years Commission members Supreme court Governor District court judges
District Court,
Worker’s
Compensation
Judge and Chief
Water Judge
Nebraska
Supreme Court, 4 years Supreme court justice Lawyers residing in judicial Governor Supreme court justice
Court of Appeals, serves ex officio election districts serves ex officio
District Court,
County Court,
Juvenile Court,
Worker’s
Compensation Gourt
Nevada
Supreme Court 4 years Commission members State bar Governor Chief justice serves
ex officio
District Court Until Commission members State bar Governor Chief justice serves
nominations ex officio
given to
governor
New Hampshire
Supreme Court, Up to Governor Governor Governor N/A
Superior Court, 3 years

District Court,
Probate Court
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New Mexico
Supreme Court & N/ Dean of the University Judges on committee and Governor/ Speaker of the Chief justice of the
Court of Appeals of New Mexico School state bar president/ Governor/  house/ Senate president supreme court/ Chief
of Law serves ex officio ~ Speaker of the house/ judge of the court of
Senate president appeals
District Court N/I Dean of the University Judges on committee and Governor/ Speaker of the Chief justice of the
of New Mexico School state bar president/ Governor/  house/ Senate president supreme court/ Chief
of Law serves ex officio ~ Speaker of the house/ judge of the court of
Senate president appeals/ Chief judge
of the district court
Metropolitan Court  N/I Dean of the University Judges on committee and Governor/ Speaker of the Chief justice of the
of New Mexico School state bar president/ Governor/  house/ Senate president supreme court/ Chief
of Law serves ex officio ~ Speaker of the house/ judge of the court of
Senate president appeals/Chief judge of
the metropolitan court
New York
Court of Appeals 4 years Commission members Governor/ Chief judge of court  Governor/ Chief judge N/A
of appeals/ Legislative leaders  of court of appeals/
Legislative leaders
Appellate Division 3 years Governor Governor/ Judicial and Governor/ Judicial and N/A
of the Supreme legislative leaders/ Attorney legislative leaders/
Court, Supreme general/ State bar association ~ Attorney general/
Court State bar association
Court of Claims 3 years Governor Governor/ Chairs of Governor/ Chairs of N/A
departmental committees departmental committees
serve ex officio® serve ex officio®
County Court, 3 years Chair of departmental County executive County executive N/A
Surrogate’s Court, screening committee
and Family Court serves ex officio®
(outside of NYC)
New York City 2 years Mayor Mayor/ Presiding judges/ Mayor/ Presiding judges/ N/A
Criminal Court, Law school deans Law school deans
Family Court,
and Civil Court
North Dakota
Supreme Court 3 years Governor Governor/ Chief judge/ Governor/ Chief judge/ Governor/ Chief judge/
and District Court State bar president State bar president State bar president
Oklahoma
Supreme Court, 6 years Commission members Lawyers from each Governor/ Commission N/A
Court of Griminal congressional district members
Appeals, Court of
Civil Appeals,
District Court,
Workers’
Compensation
Court
Rhode Island
Supreme Court, 4 years Governor Governor/ Legislative Governor/ Legislative N/A

Superior Court,
Family Court,
District Court,
Worker’s
Compensation

Court, Administrative

Adjudication Court

leadership’

leadership’
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South Dakota
Supreme Court 4 years Commission members State bar president Governor Judicial conference
and Circuit Court
Tennessee
Supreme Court, 2-6 years Commission members Speaker of the senate/ Speaker of the senate/ N/A
Court of Criminal Speaker of the house® Speaker of the house
Appeals, Court of
Appeals, Trial Courts
Utah
Supreme Court and 4 years Governor Governor Governor Supreme court chief
Court of Appeals justice serves ex officio
District Court and 4 years Governor Governor Governor Supreme court chief
Juvenile Court justice serves ex officio
Vermont
Supreme Court, 2 years Commission members ~ Vermont lawyers/ Legislature ~ Governor/ Legislature N/A
Superior Court
and District Court
Wyoming
Supreme Court, 4 years Chief justice serves State bar Governor N/A

District Court
and Circuit Court

ex-officio

1. Arizona. Maricopa and Pima Counties are each divided into five supervisory districts. Each district has a seven member nomi-
nating committee for the purpose of recommending prospective non-lawyer members of the superior court nominating commission to

the senate.

2. Connecticut. The commission members elect the chair from among the six lawyer members appointed by the governor.
3. D.C. All members serve six year terms, except the member appointed by the president, who serves a five year term.

4. Florida. The board of governors of the Florida bar submits three recommended nominees for each position. The governor may
reject all of the nominees and request a new list of nominees.
5. Indiana (St. Joseph County). The non-lawyer members are appointed by a selection committee consisting of the judges of the
St. Joseph circuit court, the president of the board of St. Joseph County commissioners, and the mayors in each of the two most popu-
lous cities in St. Joseph County.

6. New York. The departmental screening committees identify nominees for the supreme court.

7. Rhode Island. The governor appoints three lawyers and one non-lawyer of his or her choice. The governor also appoints five
additional commission members, one from each of the following lists: a list of at least three lawyers submitted by the speaker of the
house; a list of at least three lawyers and/or non-lawyers submitted by the senate majority leader; a list of four non-lawyers submitted
jointly by the speaker and the senate majority leader; a list of at least three non-lawyers submitted by the minority leader of the house;
and a list of at least three non-lawyers submitted by the minority leader of the senate.

8. Tennessee. Lawyers are appointed from lists submitted by the Tennessee Bar Association, the Tennessee Defense Lawyers
Association, the Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association, the Tennessee District Attorneys General Conference, and the Tennessee
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.



