


Edward J. Devitt Distinguished Service to Justice Award
Named for the late Edward J. Devitt, longtime chief judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Minnesota, the Devitt Award annually honors an 
Article III judge with a distinguished career. It is administered by AJS under 
a grant from the Dwight D. Opperman Foundation. The honor includes an 
award of $15,000 and is symbolized by an inscribed crystal obelisk.

The 28th Annual Devitt Award was given to joint recipients in 2010: 
Chief Judge Anthony J. Scirica of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit and Judge Ann Claire Williams of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit.

Selection panel for the 28th Annual Devitt Award:
- Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor of the Supreme Court of the United States
- Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
- Senior Judge W. Royal Ferguson, Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Northern   
  District of Texas.

Dwight D. Opperman Award for Judicial Excellence
The Opperman Award was created to honor Dwight D. Opperman, former 
chairman and CEO of West Publishing Company. It is presented annually 
to a state judge of a trial or appellate court who has established a career of 
distinguished judicial service.  The sixth annual award was presented to 
Chief Justice Randall T. Shepard of the Indiana Supreme Court in 2010. 

Herbert Harley Award
Named after the founder of AJS, the Herbert Harley Award is the Society’s 
premier state award reserved for individuals who make outstanding 
efforts and contributions to improving the administration of justice in 
their state. 

In 2010, AJS recognized the following individuals with Herbert Harley Awards:
• Chief Justice Mary Mullarkey of the Supreme Court of Colorado 
• Keith Birkes, Executive Director of the Missouri Bar  
• Senator William Raggio of Nevada 

Toni House Journalism Award
Named after the late Toni House, this award recognizes outstanding 
news reporting that enhances public understanding of the courts and/or 
significantly improves the administration of justice. In 2010, the award 
committee approved bifurcation of the Toni House Award to recognize 
outstanding journalism in print and broadcast categories. The selection 
panel included Howard Witt (recipient of the 2008 Toni House Award), 
Judge Susan Webber Wright (Chair of the AJS Awards Committee), and 
AJS Director Ruth Walsh McIntyre (career journalist). 

	 • Print Media Award
	 Associated Press Special Correspondent Linda Deutsch

	 • Broadcast Media Award
	 Reporter Angie Hendershot and photojournalist Chris Carr 
	 of WJRT ABC-12 in Flint, Michigan.

A J S  A w a r d s
AJS awards recognize outstanding individuals and organizations working to improve the administration of justice.  

Judge Williams

Judge Scirica

Randall Shepard (center left) receives Dwight D. 
Opperman Award presented by Ron Roby (far left), 
Carole Wagner Vallianos (center right) and 
Frederic Rodgers (far right).

Keith Birkes (left) receives Herbert Harley Award 
presented by Chief Justice Ray Price (right).



Corporations:
The Clorox Company			 
Thomson Reuters
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.			 
	
Foundations:		  	
Hermes Foundation 
Open Society Foundations	
The Dwight D. Opperman 
  Foundation			 
	
Other Institutions:			 
Golden Gate University School of Law	
The Innocence Project 	

Special Merit Citation
A Special Merit Citation is reserved for recognition of projects and efforts benefiting an aspect of the judicial 
system including those narrowly focused or time specific. This award recognizes publications, state or local 
courts, organizations and educational institutions that make significant contributions toward improving the 
justice system.  

The Office of the Governor, the Delaware State Senate and the Delaware State Bar Association were each 
recognized with an AJS Special Merit Citation for their unique roles in the judicial merit selection system in 
Delaware. In addition, key leaders within each of these organizations were also recognized with AJS 
Certificates of Recognition for their support of judicial merit selection:

• Honorable David P. Buckson	 • Honorable Russell W. Peterson	 • Honorable Pierre S. du Pont, IV
• Honorable Michael N. Castle	 • Honorable Dale E. Wolf	 • Honorable Thomas R. Carper
• Honorable Ruth Ann Minner	 • Honorable Jack A. Markell	 • Honorable Matthew P. Denn
• Honorable Richard S. Cordrey	 • Honorable Anthony J. DeLuca

Kathleen M. Sampson Access to Justice Award
The Kathleen M. Sampson Access to Justice Award is given to an individual or organization recognizing 
extraordinary contributions to promoting access to justice for all. The award was given to Judge Gregory Donat 
of the Tippecanoe Superior Court (Lafayette, Indiana) in 2010.

Law Firms:				  
Anderson Kill & Olick PC		
Beirne, Maynard & Parsons LLP		
Carlsmith Ball LLP		
Cronin, Fried, Sekiya, Kekina & 
  Fairbanks 
Davis, Malm & D’Agostine PC		
Dorsey & Whitney LLP			 
GableGotwals 
Gregory P. Joseph Law Offices LLC	
Hogan & Hogan LLP			 
McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore, LLP	
Miles, Sears & Eanni			 
Morrison & Foerster LLP			
Osborn Maledon PA 
Polsinelli Shughart PC			 
Riggs, Abney, Neal, Turpen, 
  Orbison & Lewis			 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &  
  Flom LLP				  
Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher		
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP			
Wyrsch Hobbs & Mirakian, PC 
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP
					   
					   

Individuals:				  
Mr. Seth S. Andersen		
Ms. Lynn Conrad Armstrong		
Dean Martin H. Belsky			 
Professor Stephen B. Burbank 		
Dean John L. Carroll		
Mr. Jon B. Comstock			 
Dean Leary Davis
Mr. Thomas V. Girardi			 
Ms. Marla N. Greenstein			 
Mr. Larry A. Hammond			 
Ms. John L. Hill 
Honorable Martha Hill Jamison		
Ms. Christine C. Mumma
Professor Dawn Clark Netsch
Mr. William H. Neukom
Mr. Dwight D. Opperman	
Dean Drucilla Stender Ramey		
Honorable Frederic B. Rodgers		
Mr. Gerald Y. Sekiya
Mr. Neal R. Sonnett
President Kenneth W. Starr		
Honorable Richard B. Teitelman		
Ms. Carole Wagner Vallianos		
Honorable Peter D. Webster		
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			   Year ended 12/31/2009		 Year ended 12/31/2010
ASSETS
	 Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 315,269	 $                               270,810
	 Grants receivable		  0	 100,000
	 Unconditional promise to give		  0	 20,000
	 Prepaid expenses and other assets		  17,558	 22,329
	 Investments		  1,052,860	 961,759
	 Interest in charitable remainder trust		  172,317	 194,029
	 Equipment and leasehold improvements, net		  314,028	 228,305
		
	 TOTAL ASSETS:	 $                           1,872,032		 $                           1,797,232
		

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS		
	 LIABILITIES		
	 Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 $                                  29,543	 $                                25,168
	 Membership dues paid in advance		  24,144	 21,672
	 Other deferred revenue		  21,186	 21,273
		  Total liabilities		  74,873	 68,113
		
	 NET ASSETS		
	 Unrestricted		  672,547	 599,195
	 Temporarily restricted		  1,124,612	 1,129,924
		  Total net assets		  1,797,159	 1,729,119
		
	 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $                           1,872,032		 $                           1,797,232
		
		
		
		

S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N
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			   Year ended 12/31/2009		 Year ended 12/31/2010
REVENUE AND OTHER SUPPORT
	 Membership dues:		
		  Renewals	 $	 228,295	 $	 209,245
		  New members		  7,300		  3,950
	 Contributions		  178,573		  173,973
	 In-kind contributions		  44,340		  44,340
	 Program and project grants		  245,000		  435,188
	 Net investment income		  264,136		  133,221
	 Publications and subscriptions		  157,214		  148,913
	 Meetings		  505		  422
	 Special events income		  45,387		  1,000
	 Royalties		  14,694		  16,054
	 Advertising		  8,991		  5,580
	 Other income		  10,061	
	
	 TOTAL REVENUE AND OTHER SUPPORT	 $	 1,204,496	 $	 1,171,886
		
EXPENSES		
	 Program services	 $	 920,757	 $	 998,714
	 Supporting services:		
		  Management and general		  197,857		  180,074
		  Fundraising		  124,054		  61,138
		  Total supporting expenses		  321,911		  241,212
	
	 TOTAL EXPENSES	 $	 1,242,668	 $	 1,239,926
		
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS		  (38,172)		  (68,040)
		
NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR		  1,835,331		  1,797,159
		
NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR	 $	 1,797,159	 $	 1,729,119
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